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A Different Perspective on World Communion Sunday 


“It is all about building relationships” - that is what 
our UCC Washington DC staff told the 22 Conference 
Ministers during our orientation session prior to 
visiting Congressional offices last week. Our DC- 
based staff (who were amazing) had contacted the 
Senate and Representative offices of the states that 
Conference Ministers represented to set up 
appointments. | had the opportunity to meet with 
staff members of Senator Hyde-Smith (MS), Senator 
Perdue (GA), Senator Shelby (AL), and Senator 
Alexander (TN). | also drop off some written materials 
for Senator Jones (AL) and Representative Lewis (GA). 
Our message was very focused concerning the appropriation of funding. 
We asked that there not be increased funding for detention centers that 
separated families and children, but that money be used to support 
community-based agencies where immigrants could be housed with 
families in humane settings while waiting for requests to be processed. 
Also, we advocated that when appropriations for funding were made, strict 
oversight be provided for the funding of the Department of Homeland 
Security so that money would not be diverted from FEMA, the Coast Guard, 
TSA and Military family support in order to build more detention centers 
and “the wall.” 


| wore my UCC cross and a clergy stole, while explaining the role of the 
Conference Minister and who | represented. | actually experienced the 
Senatorial staff persons with whom | talked to be receptive to the 
conversation. | acknowledged that Immigration issues are complicated, but 
focused on humane treatment and the trauma of separating children from 
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families producing the long-time affects. | delivered the letters that some of 
you wrote. | also discovered that it was actual stories that seemed to have 
an impact in our conversations: stories that seemed to place a human 
experience or emotion to what can easily be seen as just “policy.” | 
explained that as the UCC we are a welcoming church, seeing each person 
as a child of God. 


This Sunday many churches will recognized World Communion Sunday - 
the celebration that we are more than ourselves; that our faith, although 
expressed in different ways, is focused on coming to the table of Jesus 
Christ where all are welcome. As | partake in Holy Communion this Sunday, 
| will carry images of families and children who want to belong and to be 
welcomed. 


| like to think that my visit may have been one more voice (adding to other 
voices) that lifted up the concern for humane treatment of individuals. 
However, it is obviously not enough. | encourage you to write letters - 
letters and stories make a difference! 


Thank you to those of you who have made this issue an important priority! 
There are several resources on the UCC website, including information 
about how your church can become an Immigrant Welcoming Congregation 
(https://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/ucc-immigrant-welcoming-congregation- 
2018.pdf). 


Blessings, Char 
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News from the Conference Office 
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Board of Directors Meet 


The Southeast Conference Board of Directors met for a retreat at Covenant 
Community UCC in Birmingham, AL on September 20-21. It was a time for 
welcoming new Board members, as well as becoming oriented to the 
Conference and the work of the Board. Rev. Lee Albertson, who works with 
UCC Conferences in transition, was present to listen and provide the Board 
with information and guidance as the Board considered how to keep 
moving ahead. The Board anticipates having a plan to present to the 
Annual Meeting in June lune 19-20). 


During the discernment process in 2018, there was an option considered to 
dissolve the Southeast Conference and have local churches combine with 
other conferences. This is no longer being considered! There is also no 
conversation about merging with another conference at this time. The 
current staff will continue until decisions are made about the future 
direction. 


We encourage churches and authorized ministers to engage in ways to 
strengthen our mission and ministry together as the Southeast Conference. 


Current Board Members (from the left): Penny Hensley, Char Burch, 
Carrole Moss, J R Finney, Hannah Mays, James Bowman Harris, Heith 
Battles, Gavin Warren, Heather Fosburgh, Jennifer Crane Crenshaw, 
Raymonda Speller, Ugena Whitlock, Ginnie Ferrell, Ann Michele Rogers- 
Brigham. Not pictured: Juanita Simmons, Bennie Liggins, Holly Kendal. 
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New Commission on Ministry Team Forming to 
Support New Churches 


by Heather Fosburgh, Associate Conference Minister 


You might know that within the last year and a half, the Southeast 
Conference has welcomed two new churches into the Conference. Both 
Forgiving Heart and Spirit of the Cross were congregations that existed 
before joining the UCC and both are very happy to be a part of the 
Conference and the UCC because as Rev. Richard Barham, Senior Pastor of 
Spirit of the Cross said at their Ecclesiastical Council last October, “we are 
not by ourselves anymore.” These two churches are not alone in searching 
for a community of likeminded churches in the South. The Conference 
Office routinely receives calls and emails from congregations and ministers 
who have an interest in affiliating with the UCC either as a new church start 
or an affiliating congregation. 


In hopes of being able to support and follow through with churches and 
individuals with an interested in either affiliating or starting new churches, 
the Southeast Conference’s Commission on Ministry is forming a fourth 
team as part of the COM. Currently, there are three teams that support the 
work of the Commission on Ministry. The Preparation for Authorized 
Ministry Team supports those individuals working toward Authorized 
Minister Status in the Southeast Conference. The Ministerial Oversight, 
Transfers, and Standing Team work with those ministers who are already 
authorized. The Support and Nurture Team works to provide support for 
our ministers. This new team, the Church Team, will offer support at first to 
those wishing to start a new church or affiliate as an existing church. The 
COM is looking for individuals who might be interested in serving on this 
Church team. If you are interested, please go here to submit your name for 
consideration for The Church team or any of the Conference's committees. 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
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Our Transforming Churches Transforming Lives 
grants cycle will end on October 16, 2019. Please 
make sure that you have followed the instructions on 
the website and that your completed application is 
received by the deadline. 


lam available to answer your questions and assist you 
with completing this process. Please feel free to reach 
out to me to make sure that your questions are 
answered and your applications are submitted on 
time. Please try and get your applications in before the 
deadline so that | may be able to assist in any areas that need assistance. 


We still believe in the biblical principle: "Give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Luke 
6:38 


A great note of thanks to all of you who pour out and give in support of Our 
Churches Wider Missions. We are so grateful and blessed for all of the ways 
that you continue to support this denomination. 


Blessings, as we continue our journey, TOGETHER, 
Min. Carrole 
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Final Opportunity for Mandatory Boundary Training 


by Rev. Ann Michele Rogers Brigham 
Chairperson, Commission on Ministry 


In January of 2017, the Commission on Ministry of the Southeast 
Conference voted to make Boundary Awareness Training for all authorized 
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ministers a requirement every 4 years to maintain ministerial standing. This 
is a requirement across the United Church of Christ and most mainline 
denominations. 


The one-day Training provides the opportunity for authorized ministers to 
reflect on the importance of maintaining the boundaries of trust while 
serving God’s people. 


There are two training opportunities for the initial Healthy Boundaries 101 
Course scheduled this fall: 


e November 2 (Saturday) at Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta, Georgia 


If you are planning to attend this training, please sign up soon because we 
have to have a minimum of 6 people to offer the training. To register, visit: 


C KEVILLE 
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Find Your Inner Bear 


Western Association Gathering Set for Oct 11-12 
by Rev. John Gill 


Clergy, Members and Friends of the Western (formerly ALA-TENN-MS) 
Association in the Southeast Conference of the UCC, please plan to join us 
at the United Church of Cookeville in Cookeville, Tennessee on Friday, 
October 11 for worship and fellowship beginning at 7:00 PM, and to 
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continue our meeting on Saturday, October 12, from 9 AM - 3:30 PM. This 
year’s theme will be: “What Makes Us One?” Sharing stories of healing, hope, & 
God's love made real in our churches and communities. At a time of deep 
division in our world, we will gather to tell the story that makes us one - 
and how it is expressed in scripture and in the many ministries of welcome, 
mercy, faith, and justice taking place in our churches and communities 
across the region. More details are available on our website. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of October 7 


Holy Trinity Community Church; Nashville, Tennessee 
Martha Sue Carter 

Joseph Ingle 

Kenneth Samuel 

Clarice Mitchell 


Week of October 14 


Peace Congregational UCC; Clemson, South Carolina 
Julius Jessup Peterson 

Jennifer Sanders 

Lyle Weible 

Nancy Elsenheimer 
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Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; 
Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity 
Congregational, Athens AL; Peace Church, Clemson SC 


News from the Wider Church 


Blowing Rock Conference Center Century Club 
Celebration Weekend 


You are invited to the Blowing Rock Conference Center Century 

Club Celebration Weekend, November 15-17, 2019. Celebrate and see the 
projects you have supported and we have completed. Learn about our 
latest Century Club project. Your stay is “on us” as we celebrate our Century 
Club achievements and plan for the future. Bring a friend and their stay is 
“on us,” too! Childcare will be available during Saturday lunch. A full 
schedule of events is available on our website. Please RSVP by Thursday, 
November 1, 2019 (828) 295-7813 or amy@brccenter.org. 


Neighbors in Need Offering is Sunday, October 6 


Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church 
of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 
Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in 
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Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice 
work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges 
from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address 
systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects 
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities. For more 
information, go to https:/Awww.ucc.org/nin. 


ia 
Southeast Faith 


Leader Network 


Climate Justice Training: Call for Applications 
by Michael Malcom, SECUCC Environmental Justice Representative 


The Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ and The People’s 
Justice Council are nominating up to three Authorized UCC Ministers per 
State to attend the Southeast Faith Leaders Network climate justice 
training Sunday-Tuesday October 27-29 at Christmount Retreat Center 
located near Asheville, NC. 


This training is a pre-event for a larger Southeast Faith Leaders Network 
event in 2020. It's not too late to apply, so please turn in this 
application ASAP. We are especially interested in faith leaders working for 
environmental justice. Learn more on our website. 


Heifer Ranch to stop providing public education 
programs, shift focus to farmers 


Many UCC congregations have supported Heifer International over the 
years, and many have also visited Heifer Ranch in Arkansas. As the Heifer 
website states, "we recently decided to end public education programs at 
the Heifer Ranch in order to focus our resources on farmer training. We are 
no longer taking Global Gateway, Alternative Break, Field Trip, Service 
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Learning and Self-Guided Tour bookings. Heifer Ranch will be open to the 
public until October 3 and for pre-scheduled visits only, after this 
date." More details are available in this newspaper article. 


News from our Local Congregations 


© whur 


BOSTON’S NPR® NEWS STATION 


"Plant A Vision Of Hope’: How This Alabama Pastor 
Addresses Climate Change From The Pulpit 


WBUR, Boston's NPR station, recently aired a 10-minute segment featuring our 
own Michael Malcom. 


Rev. Michael Malcom is not a bystander. When it comes to climate 

change, Malcom — pastor of Rush Memorial Congregational United Church 
of Christ, a mainline Protestant church, and executive director of the 
People's Justice Council — says it’s his “obligation” as a faith leader and 
community member to be a steward of God, the Earth and the 
environment. 


As a reverend, he’s invested in elevating the climate conversation because 
“the way we treat the land and the way we treat people is our relationship 
with God,” he says. 


Read the full article and listen to the story on the WBUR website. 


PHCC Presents Check to Back Bay Mission 


Back Bay Mission Executive Director Dr. Alice Graham and Board of 
Directors members accept a check from Back Bay Mission Board Member 
Mary Ruth of Pleasant Hill Community Church for $1558.00 at its Sep 27-28, 
2019, Board of Directors meeting in Biloxi MS. The gift represents proceeds 
from the July 2019 Gulf Shrimp Boil held at Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, United Church of Christ in Pleasant Hill TN. Back Bay Mission 
continually strives to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice and transform 
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lives along the Gulf Coast. 


PrN Mia. J 
ie ae 7 are 

‘ = oe | oo 

= a ) rg 
4 


Back Bay Mission Board of Directors Pictured (Left to Right) Rev. Liz Nash 
(Austin TX), Denise Howell (Biloxi, MS), Erik Kravette (Gulfport MS), Rosa 
Smith-Williams (Erwin, NC), Crystal Ward Allen - Secretary (Hilliard, OH), 
Raymos McMillon - Vice President (Gulfport, MS) Rev. Jasmine Quinerly - 
President (Houston, TX), Rev. Matthew Crebbin (Newtown, CT), Joyce Bathke 
(Wentzville, MO), Not Pictured: Charles Graham - Treasurer (Ocean Springs, 
MS), Rev Wilmer Brown (Rex, GA), Jesse Chambers (Biloxi, MS), Matthew 
Williams - Immediate Past President (Gulfport, MS), Rev. Don Longbottom - 
Ex-Officio (New Braunfels, TX) 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


2020 Southeast Winter Youth Retreat 


Save the Date: The 2020 Southeast Winter Youth Retreat will be held 
January 17-20 at Blowing Rock Conference Center in North Carolina. The 
guest speaker will be Alicia Crosby, with music by Ocean Elizabeth. Register 
at uccwinteryouthretreat.org. 
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ONA| WEBINARS 


Open and Affirming Webinars 


The Open and Affirming Coalition's popular series of webinars for ONA and 
not-yet ONA churches is back! They kick off Thursday, Oct. 3, with "ONA and 
the BIBLE!" This in-depth exploration of scripture will help churches 
beginning their journey towards an ONA covenant, but it's also ideal for 
members of existing ONA churches when challenged about their 
congregation's ONA commitment! 


Also coming this fall: ONA 101, 1-to-1 Conversations about ONA, 
Trans/Nonbinary 101, and Bisexuality/Pansexuality 101. And don't miss 
ONA 201 for existing ONA congregations: they will teach the best practices 
learned from growing churches whose ONA covenant is helping them grow 
in numbers and spirit! 


Led by ONA Coalition Executive Director Andy Lang, and ONA Program 
Minister Kimi Floyd Reisch, these learning experiences can transform your 
congregation! Write Kimi at ona@openandaffirming.org if you have any 
questions. Click here to register. 


Conference Calendar 


Retired Servants Retreat 
October 7 - October 9 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Southern Region Women’s Retreat 
October 18 - October 20 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Upper Room UCC Fellowship Fall Potluck Supper 
October 26 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm CDT 
Holy Trinity Community Church, Nashville, TN 


Commission on Ministry Retreat 
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Nov. 15-16, 2019 
Beloved UCC, Birmingham, AL 


SEC Clergy Retreat 
March 8-10, 2020 
Monteagle, TN 


SEC Annual Meeting 
June 19-20, 2020 
Montgomery, AL 


National Youth Event 
July 22-25, 2020 
Purdue University, IN 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; cburch@secucc 
Assoc. Conference Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hbardol 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@se 
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